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The Easiest Thing in the World.

Mr. TAPT is to speak in Boston on Mon-
day night and in Ohio about three weeks
later. We observe some expectation that
on one of these oceasions the amiable and
accomplished gentleman will endeavor to
persuade his auditors that he possesses
decided and positive individuality as a
candidate as well as individuality as a
man; in other words, that the Sacretary
will try to differentiate himself from Mr.
RooseveLT and his policies, which now
bestride the unhappy shoulders of this
Sinbad of the Seven Seas.

We observe, also, that the unloading
is generally regarded by the philosophi-
cal as a delicate and difficnlt undertaking,

On the contrary, it would be as easy
as rolling off a log. ) )

Suppose, for example, that ‘Mr, Tart
should say to the assembled Boston mer-
chants to-morrow night:

“The vast individual and corporate
fortunes, the vast combinations of cap-
ital which have marked the development
of our industrial system, create new con-
ditions but alter no principle of right, of
justice or of law. | do not believe thag
the new conditions necessitate a change
from the old attitude of the State and
the nation toward property.”

The three letters italicized will do the
work of differentiation.

o ——

Ex-Secretary Hiteheoek's Incomplete
Presentation of the Faets

In an address delivered before the

Commercial Club of Chicago on Decem- l

ber 14 the Hon. ETHAN ALLEN Hitem-
cock, formerly Secretary
terior, bestowed upon his audience a
vast deal of most valuable information
and enlightenment - that
would have been valuable, not to say
invaluable, if his hearers had been fur-

nished with a kev. Mr. Hrreneocok said I
- very truly:

“The policy of the Department was 10 strike
high and hit hard, wheneyer the law and the evi-
dence In the ease or cases Justified such actlon,
believing. as I did and do. that the law maker who
deliberately becomes a law bhreaker Is the greater
criminal, and shonid be dealt with withBut merey,
when compared with, in many cases, the unwilliing
twool, who, ignorant of the law, has yvielded to temp-
tation at the solicitation of those higher up, who
have Inangurated the crime.”

“The policy of the Department!” We
know all about that while Mr. HiTen-
cock presided over it. But what has
bacome of that policy and of all the high
purposes which animated its author and
official representative? There is and can
be no question as to Mr. Hrrcucoox's
brave and honorable ‘course, The crim-
inala were there in plain view. The
machinery for their purswit, capture and
imprisonment wis thoroughly equipped.
Why, then, did the Secrotary of the In-
terior abandon an enterprige which he
had organized him=elf and which at that
time possessed cvery promise of entire
success”’

Nobody believes that he did so becatse

of any faint hearted hesitation. Nobody
imagines_that he withdrew on account
of a personal sense of unfitness for the
task.
Mr. HITcHCOCK stopped short of a
thorough explanation. He should have
told the Commercial Club why he re-
signed from the Cabinet at the very mo-
ment when “the policies” seemed sure of
easy consummation.

Is it conceivable, for instance, that he'
had mistaken the real meaning of those
policies and retired in despair when at
last he saw the light?

The Situativn in Moroces

1t begins to look as if, notwithstanding
the vigilant jealousy evinced in Berlin
and in spite of the restrictive agreement
made at Algeciras, the pressure of events
may justify and in truth compel France
and Spain to occupy large sections of
Moroece.
for tomn weeks attention has been
concentrated on the eastern border
owing to the invasion of Algeria by the
Beni Snassen, a confederacy of warhke
tribes that have shown signs of excite-
ment ever since the French seizure of
Oujda, a Moroccan frontier town. They
have been defeated in several engage-
ments by the French forces, which now
comprise some 23,000 men, to say nothing
of the reserves, concerning which no
statistios have been published. Unable
* to make head against such a preponder-
ance of strength, the Beni Snassen will
no doybt be reduced to submission, but
this will by no means prove a solution

> According to a telegram from Tangier
it ié deemed probable that no sooner will
the Beni Snassen country have been oc-
cupied than the Riffian clans in the ad-
Jqining region may harass the French
outposts and thus compel further co-
~- ercive action. Indeed, snccording to a

yeport current in Tangier, the Riffians
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if not as impossible of achievement. - ‘{
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to ™ 3 that capital being only four
| days mdrch distant westward. Heré the
power of Roaur, the eastern pretender,
is paramount, and his tribeamen are
reported to be sager for a fight with the
French. .

If naw we turn to western Morocce 'we
find thilt French cruisers are awaiting
the first indications of local disturb-
;min rha to bombard and

py them. going on i the
open country behind these ports is known
only by rumor, although it seems certain
that Murar HarFip, the pretender of the
south, has retreated toward the oity of
Moroceo, owing to his total lack of funds
and consequent inability to procure
supplies. ‘The inference is that he has
renounced the intended expedition to
Fez, where there is reason to believe that
he would have been received with accla~
mation. The reigning Sultan, ABbDUL
Aziz, remains at Rabat, and having ob-
tained a loan from the French Govern-
ment has been able to keep considerable
forces in the field. How soon he will
venture to return to Fez is doubtfal.

It may be recalled that the raids un-
dertaken by the Beni Snassen into Algeria
have for a pretext the preaching of a
jehad or holy war by a more or less
frenzied marabout. Similar outbreaks
may be caused in the same way at any
moment. in the coast towns, and sus-
picions have been expressed in Berlin
that French agents provocateurs may be
employed to incite them. These sus-
picions seemed to be reflected in the
latest speech on the subject made by
Chancetlor vox BULow in the Reichstag,
who said that Germany could not witness
with equanimity the attempt of any
Christian Power to annex or occupy per-
nmnon‘ly sections of Morocco, although
hegdmitted that owing to the failure to
organize the police force prescribed by
the Algeciras convention the temporary
use of French and Spanish soldiers in
areas of disturbange could, not be
avoided. The warning was not lost
f upon M. CLEMENCEAU, who has since
declared in the Chamber of Deputies that
while France must repel and chastise
the Beni Snassen, who had invaded her
i Algerian territory, she had no intention
of occupying permanently any other
Moroccan town except Oujda. Else
where the presence of her forces would
be temporary. For the moment the
Berlin Government has accepted the
reassurance. e

Temporary is a vagudword, however,
The alleged motive of the {rench expe-
dition against Tunis was pussly pumitive,
and ostensibly provoked by incumsions
of Tunisian frontiersmen {abo Algeria.
Tunis, nevertheless, has been a French
dependency ever since. When an Enge
lish army occupied Cairo after the battle
of Tel-al-Kebir, the British Government
averred that the occupation would con-
tinue only until the country had been
pacified. The assurance was publicly
renewed ovel and over again by Mr.
GLADSTONE. A British army still re-
mains in the Nileland notwithstanding.
There in, to be sure, a distinction to
be drawn between the cases of Tunis,
Egypt and Morocco. In the two former
instances (ermany was acquiescent;
indeed, BisMARCK is believed to have
suggested the annexation of the Tunise
ian_Regrocy . to Franee. On the other
hand, §ermany is determined that Mo~
rocco shall fall under the control of no
Furopean Pqwer. It is for this reason
that the aspects of the Marpccan ques-
tion, as they vary from day. to day, are
watched with grave anxiety.

The Real Problem of the Navy.

Pending the publieation of Admiral
RBOWNS0N'S letter “an event which may
occur at any fhoment or be indefinitely
delayed, according to the mental proc-
psses of the President—the country will
have had ample opportunity for an intel-

EY'S proclamation which presents the
L-"""”’ side of the question. There is rea-

som to believe, moreover, that the Brown-
son statement, if its publication should
be postponed #6 any great extent, will
have been anticipated by piiblic opinion
as based upon the intrinsic merits of the
Rixey argument.

“The truthis that Dr. Rix®y, 'who is an
exoslient physician, an experienced bu-
reau chief and a bear hunter of long
established fame, hai not. been fortunate
in his postulates and syllogiems so far
as concerns purely naval matters. Nor
indeed could the contrary have been
éxpected by any fair vhinded and well
balanced person. Fhe doctor has set up
arguments in this case which will not
besar the most | hg inquiry; he
has planted himself upon hypothéses as
precarious and umsubstantial as fairy
tales. He quotes, for instance, the his-
tory 6t mhw-xm other transport
ships of the army, yet if Congress were
to ordain an inve n of that record
—and in view of the present and prom-
ised proportions of the current scandal
such_an investigation is' indispensable
—it Yould be found that so fdr from
‘Rixsy's position the facts

4mlevdundoommnndl the main road

ligent analysis of Surgeon-General Rix-

men shall strut upon the bridges of the
colliers and add their vojces to the gen-
eral discord?

Truly there is only one side of this
deplorable controversy which is entitled
to serious and respectful nonsideration.
The really practical question is whether
the hureau chiefs, who control the polit-
ical patronage and are in a position to
endear t ves to Congressmen with
strikers and henchmen to reward, are to
be allowed to destroy the morale of the
navy and block every effort on the part
of the fighting contingent to maintain
its efficiency. v

There is no other problem visible.

Tragic Comedians.

Fate and ite sigasag caprice seldom
showed such edgéd irony as it did in the
case of Balzac's marriage and death.
During his too short life this Sisyphus of
French fction rolled up many steep hills
to fame, not alone his Human Comedy,
but he also fabricated the legend of
HoNor® DE Barzag-Bavrzac the mon-
strous workman of art; BaLzac over head
and heels in debt, heroically paying away
fortunes to printers and mythical cred-
itors; the chaste BaLzac, withal man of
sentiment, leading a cenobitic existence,
Mather confessor to all pretty women in
trouble; a turbulent St. Anthony in a
white dressing gown.

The world, ever greedy for such in-
coggruities of genius, accepted the por-
trait, and since BALZACO'S death with the
aid of sentimentalists there has been but
one BArzAac - the BALZAC of BALZAC'S own
romancing. Not even the created vision
of Romx, who interpreted the writer
as seer, poet, philosopher, has disturbed
the image of the original ink made
BaLzac. NIETZSCHE was right in warning
us that the autobiographies of great men
should be always suspected; he men-
tioned but two names: Vicror Hvco and
RICHARD WAGNER.

It is rather late to quote the discoveries
of that persistent Balzac student SPEL-
BOERCH DE LOVENJOUL; iconoclast yvet
ardent explorer of manuscripts, he has
told us much of the real Bawzac. It
was LEoN Gozran (the Nathan of the
Comedy?) who denied the existence of
the vast debts; they were, he declared,
largely illusions of the novelist—though
Bawzac was never free from money
troubles. The women in his life! It is
safe to consult LOVENJOUL on this much
discussed and dangerous theme. Come-
dian that he was, BALzAC plaved upon
every string of the erotic and senti-
mental lyre, but never plucked such
resounding music as he did in the
Hanska affair; Mme. HANSKA, the wile
of the amiable M. HANSK! and after his
too tardy death for a few months the
wife of HONOR® DE BALzac.

In his “Choses Vues” Vicror Huco
informed the world of the lamentable

to thi t ic |
ending to this most romantic of love ! about what he might have expected; but

matches. It may be remembered that
BALzAac began corresponding with his
“Stranger” when he was thirty-three.
HANSKI the husband died in 1841; a year
later BALzAC went to Russia. Yet his
marriage was delayed till April, 1850,
The fair lady was “difficult.” She would
and she would not. She was very rich—so
BALZAC believed. And he was earning
a fabulous income 80 Mme. HANSKA
was assured by her impetuous Man
Mountain. In the interim he was as ever
up to his neck in hot water, scalding hot,
He became a father more than once,
These things the Slavie heroine may or
may not have known. What did it mat-
ter? BAnzAC a genius! But why wase
she so fearful of taking the final step?
Thdt she had premonitions of unhappi-
nesa we have read. Were there no other
reasons; was there not one reason, say,
another lover? .

The question has been answered
(though a thrice told tale for literary
Paris) in a novel by OcTAvE MIRBEAU
recently published and entitled “La 628
—FE 8”; an automobile fiction it is, not of
the kind fit for young persons. In a
certain chapter now no longer existent
M. MIRBEAU ~onoe upon a time a fiery
literary anarchist —refAtes the confession
made to him by JEAN GiGoUXx (1808-1804),
a talented painter of the Romantic
school. Le Temps printed the text of
this confession last month. Its publi-
cation called forth a protest from an un-
expected source. The daughter of Mme.
HANSKA, by her first marriage, protested
in the name of filial affection against the
desecration of her dead mother's name.
She signed herself HANsSKA, Comtesse
DE My1szecH. It was like a voice from
the tomb, this letter of a venerable lady.
M. MirBRAU was evidently touched. He
despatched a gallant apology to the Coun-
tess and ordered his publishers to sup-
press the offensive chapter. It is safe to
say that nearly every newspaper of note
in France reprinted the Temps articles
and the correspondence of the parties
interested. Later FRANQOIS PONSARD
entered into the discussion. The daugh-
ter of Mme. HANSKA denied that
mother had been on intimate terms with
the painter JEAN Gaoux at the time of |
Bawzac’s death. But it is an undeniable
fact that she was his friend more than
thirty years, though the date of their
meeting is impossible to fix. Why is it
when such startling assertions are made
that the diaries and papers of Giloovx
are not searched by his friends? He
was a copious gossip, and his souvenirs,
“Causeries sur les artistes de mon
temps,” are still read for their shrewd
wit and true critical flashes. A man
whose pen knew no brother. Tocon-
firm his tale there is, besides Huao,
the further testimony of the famboyant
BARBEY I’ AURRVILLY.

Barzac and his wife returned to Paris
in May, 180. The novelist was in a
semi-dying condition, his heart and liver
hopelessly diseased. His friends were
shocked at his. changed physical condi-
tion. They noted, too, that the

"was but one consolation,

Her dream of social glory was dissipased.
BALZAC was mortally ill. Few friends
sought them out. The terrible day of
August, 1850, when Dr. NACQUART con-
fessed to Barzac that he had few hours
to live, Vicror HuGo called, but did not
see Mme. BAwzAC nor the mother of
Barzac. “Tell me the truth,” cried the
novelist. “You bave a strong soul,” an-
swered NACQUART, “so hear the truth
~—you are lost.” BALzAC'S face quivered.
“When shall I die?” “This night, per-
haps.” His answer to this news is his-
toriegy “Send for Bianchon—he alone can
saveme.” His fiction to the last.

Mme. Barzac was then with r
friend JEaN (1GOUX in her apartment
A double knocking at her door, a Mac-
bethlike knocking, apprised her of the
fatal moment. “Monsieur is passing”
was the first “oall"—as they say in the
theatre—*“Monsieur is dead” the second.
Grooux, who was explicit to a Gallie
degree, describes Madame's annoyance.
She screamed: “Take me back to Rusdia,
to Russia!” She foresaw the bother and
ennui of funeral ceremonies; however,
she attired herself appropriately, and
at the funeral she “was dignified, noble
and very sad, very literary; Andromaque
herself when she had lost her Heotor.”
The chivalric Gicoux did not fail to etch
this piquant portrait of a woman whom
BARBEY D'AUREVILLY described as an
imposing beauty.

As if nature had been jealous of her
“recording secretary” this mean, sinister
farce seems to have been written by her
as an epilogue to Balzac's “Physiology
of Marriage.” Where in anv of his nov-
‘els is there a chapter more Balzacian than
the story of his last hours as related
by D'AvmeviLLy, Hugo and Gieoux?
Graoux! What a Balzac name, *predes-
tinated,” as he would have said, to make
others unhappy! “This cold being,”
wrote HUGUES REBELL, “was without sex,
without heart; even a monster, for she
had not the simple compassion of the
animal.” Her end was anonymous, “a
figure which Bawzac would have loved
to study and present; among the grimi-
est in the Comedy.” Poor Bawzac! Poor
tragic comedians!

KFits and Butin.

Gall, wormwood and citrie acid in bitter
parts were mixed in the draught which
was served this week to Fi1s, the deposed
Lord Mayor of Boston, and JoRN BumiN,
who in helping depose him has deprived
himself for two years at least of the joy-
ous pastime of political indictments.

On Thursday Frrs, once the idol of
leather throated throngs, who has ad-
dressed an aggregate of 23,000,000 people
since his tweniy-third year and has
defended himself before assemblages
ranging from 2,300 to 23,000, found his
audience reduced to twenty-three. After
conducting his forlorn hope from 23
Court street in a joint municipal owner-
ship motor car the digits of whose license
number added up twenty-three, this was

it is said to have pained Firs that when
he finally faced his ancient enemy for the
first time on any platform it should have
been in the Grand Jury room, where the
reporters could not penetrate. There
BUTIN was
sparring under the same rules.

Aecording to a veracious local narra-
tive Fi18 could be seen through the court
house windows posed with his arms
folded hour after hour on the stand.
Eye but not ear witnesses of this panto-
mime could only conjecture that the
grand little man ‘was feeding sugar from
all his vats into those twenty-three picked
men, resolved that when he and Burin
should enter for the City Hall futurity
stakes those twentv-three at least should
be secure,

Mockery of justice! The one man in
the world who needs to drive questions
hard as nails into FITs's coffin with a
sounding board behind and a megaphone
in front to bear the noise to all Suffolk:
that’s MORAN. The one man in the world
who is on the point of exploding if he
isn't allowed to square himself with the
town that turned his pieture to the wall:
that's Fi1s. And a narrow and juice-
less jury sy€tem coops them both up in
a dungeon whenee no voice can reach the
outer airs, no Boston reporter catch the
faintest echo, and bids thern empty their
booming bosoms unheard.

It is understood the Mayor Emeritus
that shall be and the Mayor Expectant
(if juries grand and petty will drop red
tape aind get on the Moran band wagon)
will jointly petition the General Court
for an act providing that all Grand Jury
sessions shall hereafter be held on the
stage of Faneuil Hall.

When a policemen is accused in a police
ocourt of heing drunk and assaulting a citizen
at the Brooklyn Bridge entrance or else-
where it simplifies matters exceedingly if
he displays a complete oblivion of the eir-
cumstances combined with a readiness to
apologize for the things he forgets. The
beneficiary of the apology does not usually
make trouble; he is rather glad to escape
another clubbing, and of course the Magis-
trate cannot be expected to interfere with
the amicable solution of a dispute between
gentlemen.

The public, however, is more or less
likely to watoh the newspapers for a day
or two after to see if the Police Department
has been equally easy. ’

Everybody seems to like Surgeon 8 cogss.
His personal worth and his personal fitness
to command a hospital ship are not involved
in one of the most intereating and provoca~
tive questions of administrative policy that
bave ever arisen in the navy.

S ———

When the Fleet Passes Through Magellan
Strailt.

To s Eorrom or TR SoN—-Sir: Wil our
warships exercise the prerogative or option of
taking a pllot in the Magellan Strait? Sometimes
it seems (lat we cannot get our battleships to sea
past the West Bank without taking the mud, sven
with a pliot aboard, I there should be more than
one ship golng to sea. Didn's Prince Louls of
Battenberg’s squadron of four first class erulsers
enter the harbor at 18 knots without & pilot in &
sirange port? -

Let us trump that trick by passing through the
Strait of Magellan without a pliot. Can't our ships
do i1 Why not prove thad while it Is optional
with the captalns of our warships to take pllots in
the home ports, they can successfully savigste
foreign waters, Let them Uiustrate shelr sbillsy
10 handle the chart, the lead and the compass.

Naw Yorx, December 27. Cars PROWARD.

In Dombt.

Stella—Did you have a uff?
Bella—Yos, but | dom't know whether I§ was an

Tillman should be convinced by this time
that he oan do good work in the Senate
when he behaves like the good “State rights
Democrat” that he says he is. Bryan once
upon a time posed as a champion vindioator
of the faith of Jefferson, but now he keeps
step with Roosevelt. '

erages threatened havoo with the Roosevelt-

seems as if he had sucosssfully persuaded

same time turned for Roosevelt and Fair-

at the last Presidential contest, not 260,000

stitutional, but held that “arrival in such
State” was when the intoxicants were re-
ceived by the buyer or consignee, and not
necessarily when they had crossed the boun-
dary of the “dry” State. That decision pre-
vented South Carolina from seizing the
intoxicants as soon as they had orossed

well them. The dispute and need of remedy
were over “arrival.”
was worried, over the word during its last
session. There was a going in fear of the

inserting apt words to ourb interstate com-

Btate to take possession of the liquors as
soon as they crossed ite boundary. State

uaderstandiag or a

INTERSTATE PROHIBITION.

What Constitates “ Arrival’’ of Liguer in a
To Tar Eprror or Tas Sun—Sir: Mr.

Hostility to the use of intoxicating bev-

Bryan employment of interstate commerce
power in a way to suppress those State
rights that Tillman vindicates, but it now

the law yers of the Senate to turn the corner
of the difficuity. Probably he has at the

banks the corner of the peril they were in
growing out of the champagne incident
at Bt. Louis and “vooktails” at the Vice-
President’s luncheon.

The Prohibition party did not deposit &
great number of votes in the ballot boxes

out of thirtoen and a haif millions, but it has

sinoe been vigorously marching on and de-

manding that the liquor traffic be suppressed

like “truste.” It declared at its national

convention in Indianapolis on June 30, 1904,

that intoxicating liquora must, like lottery

tickets, insect pests and diseased food, be

excluded from interstate transportation

and the channels of interstate trade. Mr.

Tillman and South Carolina do not yet go

quite so' far. That State endeavors to

maintain in ite jurisdiotion a monopoly

(Bryan condemns monopolies) of the liquor

traffic. Like several other States, South

Carolina is “dry.” ‘The prohibition blizzard /
waa strenuous everywhere last November, )
but yet Mr. Tillman now asks only that
intoxicating), heverages shall not by inter-
state com be forced into a “dry” State
and there sold in violation of the laws of
that State and, as he claims, of State rights.
He seems to realize that it will not be as
easy to persuade Congress to exclude from
all interstate trade a business that uses
$612,500,000 of capital and pays annually
into the Washington Treasury more than
$207,000,000 in taxes, as it wam to expel
lottery ticketa. If the banishment were
ordered by Congrees and a State deserves
the penalty of disohedience there might, till
custom has changed, be as much difficulty
in getting furors to convict as Roosevelt
bas said there is in obtaining verdicts under
the railway and trust laws,

Mr. Tillman explained to the Senate that
“the queetion where the police power begins
and where the interstate power of Congress
ends has been one which has harassed and
hedevilled every State which has under-
taken to control liquor.” He referred to his
own experience as Governor of South Caro-
lina. He said he bad examined the deci-
sions of the Supreme Court in reference to it
and watched the gradual shading away and
obliteration and suspension of the Wilson
law of August 8, 1800, a copy of which he
held in his hand. He asked the Senate to
declare when and where the State rights of
South Carolina in the liquor traffic began
and the power of Congress ended. He was
pot to be put off ‘by palaver. He insisted
that Congress could and should control the
whole question in the interest of State rights
and State probhibition. The Senate lawyers
finally agreed with him that the pretensions
of interstate commerce could and should be
curbed despite Roosevelt and Bryan. All
that was needed was that Congress with-
draw from exercise of power to prevent a
“dry” State from prohibiting persons who
had received intoxicants from a “wet” State
from selling them in “the original package,”
be it a four ounce vial, & quart bottle or a
quarter cask.

The Supreme Court has declared that
South Carolina and every other State can
permit or prohibit the manufacture and
sale of whatever the State may ordain,
including distilling, brewing and aelling
of intoxicanta, and even create monopolies,
but no State can, unlesa Congress assents,
interfore with interstate trade. Both pow-
ars - that of the State and Congress—are
only police powers. The State can pro-
teot its people and Congress can prohibit
the States from obstructing interstate chan-
nole, but ought not itself to obstruet them
to the detriment of interstate free trade.

Senator Knox lucidly explained that the
Supreme Court had decided that com-
merce between the States was under the
exclusive control of the Congress of the
United States, and that it was an incident
to the right to engage in interstate com-
merce that the consignee of intoxioating
liquors shipped from one State inte another
had the right to sell those liquors in the
“original package.” Could Congress, or
should the Supreme Court, define that com-
merce? In 1880 Congress enacted:

That all fermented, distliled or other Intoxicating
Itquors or lquids transported Into any State or
Territory or rematning therein for use, consump-
tlon, sale or storage therein shall upon arrival In
such State or Territory be subject to the opera-
ton and effoct of the laws of such State or Terrl-
tory enacted In the exercise of Its police powers,
to the same extent and In the same manner as
though such llquids or lquors had been produced
In such State or Territory, and shall not be exempt

therefrom by reason of bhelng Introduced therein
in original packages or otherwise.

That enactment the Court said was con-

the line and gave the owner epportunity to
Congress worried, or

temperance voters, demands by leaders of
the interstate commerce squad as well as
the distillers and brewers, but Mr. Tillman
obtained a few days ago a general consent
that the statute of 1880 be amended by

metce pretensions and enable the “dry*

rights won, temporarily at least, & victory
in the Senate. Will the House make it
permanent? ARKANSAS.
Nezw Yorx, December 28.

Rosa Bonheur's “Horse Falr'” in the Museum,

To T™MR Eprror oF THm SUN—Sir: It bas been
stated that the picture of the “Horse Falr” by Rosa
Bonheur now In the Metropolitan Museum of Art,
New York city, was formerly owned by Mr. A. T,
Stewart, at whose death 18 was purcHased by Mr.
Cornellus Vanderblit and was by bim presented to
the museum.

This Is contradicted and the statement Is made
that Mr, Stewart never owned 1he ploture, but that
it was purchased in Europe by Mr. Vanderblit and
by him brought to this country.

Which is correct?

RICEMOND, Va., December 2.

Rosa Bonheur's “Horse Fair” which hangs
in the Metropolitan Mudeum of Art is the
original and only large size “Horse Fair” by
that artist; in the National Uallery, London,
thers s & quarter size replica. The late Mr.
Stewart the New York picture at
the Willlam P. Wright sale. Tater at the
auction sale of the Stewart pictures Cornelius
Vanderbilt bought the canvas for $55,500.

This occurred March 235, 1887, Cornelius Van-
derbilt then presented the “Horse Vair” to
the Metropolitan Museum.

NEW SHIPS POR TRE NAVY.
k. 5

A--.-nc.u-nu---

oes Not Give Us ihe Best Resuits,

To tam Eorror or Tur Suxn—Sir: The
article in Mcflure's Mageeme rvefervred to
by you in your judicil and timely edicorial
was of the greatest interest to all those having
the welfare of our navy at heart.

The writer has been closely in touch with
paval developments for the pasi twelve

, during which time he has ofcen had
l:nh.- with the bureau offiviais at Wash-
ington. That there has been troubie owing
to the fight between the bureaus every out-
sider with a knowledge of existing conditions
will be obliged to adwit, That the result of
this strife hae been as serious as made out in
the artiole referred to is, however, open to
question.

Some serious defects exist in our ships, we
well know, but, fortunately for us, all foreign
navies, the British included, have similar
fauits. The battieships and arinored crulesrs
now in commission and those ordersd up o
three years ago are undoubtedly equai to any
afloat and have as few serious defects an those
buiit up to that date for foreign navies,

With regard to destroyers, the other active
fighting branch of the service, we can unfor-
tanately say but little. We have but few,
nnd even those which we have are not up to
the standard set abroad.

Under these conditions it seems to me that
the serious question for consideration is as to
whether we are under the present sysiem

Inying down ships which will bear ¢ i-
non :ilh those building in Encllndm
most.

continental countries.
It be generally conceded b
authorities that the real fighting elemenin
of the navy consist of battleships, ar
eruisers and destroyers. The present pre-

vailing type in each class ly
fixed as the result of experience gained during
the Russian-Japanese war, with t

iRl sncccess, a t that time,
L’F’-'nf." P%:ou“ ..m:glm and its inroduction
into the British and later into the convinen-

tal navies,

There are now beln: built for these navies
turbine driven battleships of the Dreadnought
class with a sea speed of 21 knots and turbine
driven armored cruisers of the Inflexible
class, carrying 12 inch guns and having &
nen speed of 24 to 25 knets. The standard
Brm:‘ APR dn:.ro_vﬁrhlu.u lh:ronchl '
seagoing vessel and has a designed speed
umfer mervice conditions of 33 knots. These

i rvice ition

E-vn sceamed at a speed of from 34 rvo 35
nots an_ hour for a period of six hours.
With turbines they are therefore gettin,
ships with good ﬂud{ ’uu platforms whic
can eut.lx maintain their full speed at sea
under ordinary or fighting conditions. This
is something we have never been ab.e to ob-
tain before with the old reciprocating en-
gine ships,

An before stated, the great question for us
is what are the bureaus - or, one might aimoet

way, what is the one dominant buresau —1ivln(
us to cope with these new types building
abroad?

We are now starting on two new 20,000 ton
battleships of the nroudnouth' class, One
of these s being fitted with turbines, but of
a type which up to now has only been tried
in one ship. The second battleship is bein
fitted with reciprocating engines, and wit
a ship of this size and » it is generally
conceded that the 21 knot® ealled for cannot
hio maintained at sea under service condi-
tions,

We are building no modern armored cruisers
and at the present time it is not even proposed
that we should do »o.

In the matter of destroyera we are still
very badly off, us we have but very few as
compared with the battleshipsa and armored
cruisers we now possess. Notwithstanding
the small number available, however, and
Jheir general #low speed, we are at the present
time only laying down flve new destroyers.

hile these are to be fitted with turbines
similar to those provided abroad, their trial
" will be only 28 knots. Their design is
such and they mrrr #0 much more in com-
mission than on trial, that their sea speed
under service conditions cannot be uq;cu-d
to be more than 27 knots an hour. hese
are to be piited against those built abroad
and in Japan, which can easily maintain a
sea speed of 34 knots,

To an outsider this would seem to indicate
that the bureaus are not giving us -Mr which
will be of the same class as those buildin,
abroad, and it berhooves ua therefore to fin
out why this should be the case. If the fault
is with Congress we should be made aware
of the fact, and if it is cansed by the policy

or want of policy -of the Board of Construc-
tion and the bureaus, we shonld take means
}o' insure that no such slip takes place in

uture.

You are certainly to be commended for the
way in which you have brought the mq,"tor
to_pubiic attention, g Q. E F

New Your, December 27,

THE BLOWING UPOF THE MAINE.

Why An ExJd onfederates Belleves (he Exe

plosions Were Infernnl.

To Tae Epiror or TAR SUN--Sir: In TR SrN
of December 28 the letter of Mr. L. W. Tyler relative
to the destruction of the Maine In the harbor of
Havana reminded me of one of my own experiences
In the oivil war.

In March, 1863, Captain Francis D). Lee of the
Confederate engineers Invented and perfected a
sample submarine torpedo, for the testing of which,
as alde to RBeauregard, | was ordered (o accom
pany Captain Lee In a small rowhoat.

The torpedo was placed on the polnt of a spar
about eight feet in Jength, which was attached to
the bhow of the boat. The torpedo was cylindrical,
made of thin copper, charged with powder., and
was capped with several sensitive fuses on Its
conical end. Our objective, a decked flathoat,
was anchored In the vielnity of Castle Pinckney,
Charleston harbor. Wao wera very uncertain as to
what was to happen to us when the explosion took
place. Wé€ struek the flathoat about midships,
when a large volume of water was thrown up out-
side, nearly awamplng our hoat. The oid flatboat
tmmediately sank.

This setiled the submarine torpedo question, and
Reauregard ordered some large torpedoes made
for the defence of Charleston. They were used
very sucecessfully

At the time of the Maine explosion | carefully
read all the accounts Iin the press, also the pro
ceedings before the naval commission, and | have
mever sern one word of testimony (0 prove that
when the shlp was blown up any water was thrown
up toward her decks. No torpedo of any kind,
especlally a large one, could have exploded agalnst
her side without throwing up a perfect geyser ol
water. For this reason | give you the history of
the first submarine torpedo, which was the parent
of all the great Inventions of later dates. There
has never been a doubt In my mind that the ex-
plosion In Havana barbor occurred from the 'n-
side of the Maine, ns there were two distinet ex-
plosions, evidently of her two magazines.

About a year after the destruction of the Malne
I read a report of the commanding officer of a
United States man-of-war in the West Indies,
stating that he feared the magazine of his ship
might explode when It became superheated on Its
exterfor. | have conversed with many intelligent
men about the destruction of the Maine, and all of
them. with the exception of an ex naval oMeer, who
was Int d In the lasl agree with me,

Mr. L. W. Tyler Is right. Our Government will
never permit the Maine to be raised, for It fears
that the truth may come out. We wanted a casus
beill and gotit. For our own reputation It may be
best for the Maine to remain in the mud,

ALEXANDRR ROBERT CHISOLM,

New Yorx, December 27.

How Shall We Measure a Viper's Tall?
To THE EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir: Recently In
traversing the thickets which encompass this iitsle
village one percelved a blacksnnke at least six
feet long. Will the ounly real newspaper in the
United States, in fact in this hobbledy tiresome old
machine called the world, allow one to ask exactly
how the lengih of sald demon’s tall can be meas-
ured? The viper while salling emitted a nolse ke
a Nsh and sped swiftly acroms a sheet of loe. 1t 18
understood (hat any correspondent answerlng
through TH% SUN must in no wise take into con-
sideration the size or number { fo the
poet, though Mr. C. Wesley Woottan has fot been
consulted) of “right guid willle-waughis, for ama
lang syne” he has taken before and at the hour of
computing. G. Nosve,
Howron, December 27.

The Family Fortunes.
Grandpa’'s was histery,
Vague and quite remote,
Had for anything he wished
Oodies to devote;
- General Impression left,
Littie plle of note,

Father's is blography,
Made wpon the spot,
Work of modest ampiltude,
All the detalls hot;
. Everything ls verified,
Nothing Is forgot.

Son’s Is In the fetion clags,
Sure thing in the Street,

Hunches on & winning horse,
Mines with prospects neat,

Tp upon a deal in land,
Scheme that oan't be beat,

MoLawDBURam WiLsom,
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AN APOLOGUE FROM ORIO.

The Dream of Theodere the Lesser—Net
the Little.

To ™M Epitor or THR SUN—Sir: Theodore
E. Burton dreamed a dream.

The Lullaby sung in High Places sased o
slumber. Then Fancy made hm a Brave
bold in the cause of a King. He became under the
spell of the new charm a Bellerophon, Who M
save this King from a dreadful Chime@ra,

Is not this King ke unto the firat Serpent of
Spring, dodging every Nolse and striking at every
Shadow?

Therefore must the Chimeera be destroyed, and |
by the sword of the Bellerophon: for the King
must be eased In his mind, And where is theére
one 50 brave as Bellerophon?

For days Burton the Bellerophon sat Rim abest
the Fountain of Pirena, his hand olasped in that
of the Child of the Main Chance. Into the orystal
depths they looked expectantly, these iwo,
Child and the Man Bellerophon. In his hand she L
Man carried a jewelled bridie. i

And so while Burton the Bellerophon gnd e |
Child of the Main Chance walted at the brink
the Fountain there appeared in the Hoavens a
White Thing, which soon nestied to the Barth, thas
it might have of the sparkiing water to siake its
thirst.

The White Thing was fair to behold, The bridie
with which the King had armed Burton she Bellere-
phon eased s charging wildness.

“Tis Pegasus!” eried Bellerophon, and he mounted.
Then he girded on his armor and went forth o
destroy the Chimeera—the Vision of the King.

- - - - - -

“Twere a pity the Dream shon il end, bus alj dreams
must, The White Thing came to earth after the
Spell had passed away. And the multitude Sow
Jeer and cry: “Hypocrite, the Pegasus you saw
In your dream was but the Boom that Falled and
the Chimeera but the creation of Vaalty, You
have dreamed prettily, but mow take jedrdisg.
Know, then, this Truth: “Whom the geds. destrey
they first make mad.” *

And thus ended the story of a Dream. s

CovLumuus, Ohlo, December 27,
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Remarkable Christmas Editorial.
From the IHyden ThousandaticRs.

The Christmas holldays are hers once more and
it in anticipated by every ome that they will have ‘
a good time. No doubt many will be sstisied
and will fully enjoy the pleasures of the hollldays,
but upon the other hand it Is opportune timé to
warn the people of the pitfall that they might fall
in. If not you it might be some of your nelghidérs
or closest relatives, which would. cast & dislmal
gloom upon the days that you ansicipated
the brightest.

It seems to he a habliual habiy
deed to be done on that day
county. It can hardly be
our people have to usurp the
man, or either can it be sccounted to
begrudged fudist that wants to see his
bite thedust. 1t can only be aocotnted to the reciéss
drunk, and the ambition of some of our
use their shooting Irons,

By a whole lot, the larger majority of
are law ablding and respect the peace
of our county and are sorely hurt
the morals of our county going to

To such citizens we want to
appeal, that Is to take time by the
evry means to avert such trouble, It
brewing In your locality.

Christmas Is the time for all 0 be
Is your duty as a private ofiizen to ~
care as will maintaln this stand. »e

It Is our wish a merry Christmas to all,

The Wootton Conspiracy and

To TRR Eprror or THE SUN-Sr:
Robert Louls Stevenson's criticlsm of Walt
man more fully answers Mr. Wootton's
on the Goe.d Gray Poet than anything #leé,
Stevenron says: “Whitman, 1t oanyot
soon explained, wriles up o a systém.
theoriac r about soclety befgre he was
first porcelved something
down squarely
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but he flatters himself be
toward making the
appreciate Whitman's
grown accustomed to
met any one who had
did not profess a sobd
the man's character. *
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bie as Mr. Wootion's.
Whe Is the latter Individ
BRrOURLYN, December 27,

For Winter Bventngs.
Stella- How does she many proposaia?
m-&omnp.d‘.ﬁ".hu.m ;

The New Photegraphy.
From the Denver Repubitcan,
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